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Next president of WSC chosen 


Janelle C. Ashley first female president in college history 


By Brendan A. McGrail 
MANAGING EDITOR 


For the first time in school history, a woman 
was chosen as president of Worcester State 
College. 

Ata meeting of the board of trustees Tuesday 
night, Janelle C. Ashley was unanimously 
nominated to the Massachusetts Board of 
Higher Education for appointment as the 10" 
president of WSC. ‘ 

Ashley, 60, is currently the Vice President of 
Academic Affairs at Stephen F. Austin State 
University in Nacogdoches, Texas. 

Ashley was one of three finalists for the 
position. 

Following a short recess, Gregory Hunter, 
chairman of the board ofrtrustees, called the 
trustees back to announce that Ashley had 
accepted the nomination. - 

“T can’t say I’m disappointed, but I am 
surprised,” said David Archambault, president 
of the class of 2004. “I thought Dr. Cox showed 
more passion for the school.” 

Hunter pronounced his excitement that 
Ashley was to be the first female president in 
the 127-year history of the college. 

“This marks 30 years of diversity,” Hunter 
said. “We’ve had and Italian-American, then 
an Indian, now we have a woman. This is 
wonderful.” 

The open meeting was held at 6:30 p.m. in 
the Foster Room of the Student Center before 


more than 30 students, faculty and staff. 

“It’s a great turnout. There are more students 
here than I’ve ever seen at one of these 
meetings,” said Professor Robert Walker of the 
Languages and Literature Department. 

As Hunter called the meeting to order, he 


Dr. Janelle C. Ashley 


professed his appreciation to the search 
committee, explaining that the finding a new 
president is the “single most important decision 
a trustee is asked to make.” 


During the meeting, each trustee was asked? 


to make a few comments regarding his or her 
views of each of the three candidates. Each of 
the eight members had only the most positive 


remarks about Ashley. 

“She has wonderful enthusiasm,” Elaine 
Bafaro said. “I feel she’ll be able to gain 
acceptance from our civic leaders.” 

“Dr. Ashley struck me as a very good 
listener,” John Dickson offered. “She seems 
very intent on process when she attacks an 
issue.” 

Amrik Pabley concurred with Dickson, 
adding that he found Ashley to be “methodical 
in her analysis.” 

Rebecca Foley, the student trustee, was 
responsible for the motion to call the vote, 
which was immediately seconded. As Judith 
St. Armand took the role call, each of the 
trustees announced a “yes” vote, and the matter 
was put to rest. 

The search committee had narrowed the 
applicant pool from 80 to 3 since it first began 
its work on Oct. 3. Ashley’s opponents were 
Lawrence M. Cox, President of Olive-Harvey 
College, and Robert C. Hampton, Dean for 
Undergraduate Studies and Associate Provost 
for Academic Affairs at the University of 
Maryland. 

Hampton received decidedly few good 
comments from the board. The recurring view 
was that Hampton lacked enthusiasm for either 
the school or the city. 

“He wasn’t enthusiastic; he had no spark in 
him,” Foley said. “He was very general in the 
forums we had, and just seemed not to have 
any interest in working here.” 
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WSC Pub serves up fun for students 


Loyal patrons hope endangered pub stays open 


By Glen McEntire 
VOICE STAFF 


The single red-and-white Bud Lite spigot 
handle stood bolt upright, like a stone-faced 
Queen’s Royal Guardsman Sergeant Major on 
sentry duty outside the gates of Buckingham 
Palace. 

To his rear, in a glass-fronted, refrigerated 
holding area smattered with stick-on sham- 
rocks—standing in neat, orderly, company for- 
mation—the bottles and pint-sized cans waited 
in reserve. The colorfully-labeled tunics the 
containers wore designated their regimental 
colors: the elite Guinness Black Watchmen; the 
decorated Budweiser Northumberland 
Fusiliers, the fearless Royal Scots Newcastle 
Regiment; and the proud Rolling Rock Royal 
Rifle Corps. 

At 6:30 p.m. on a typical Thursday, One 
Lancer Place, the Worcester State College pub, 
throws open its doors to its campus custom- 
ers. Sporadically, people trickle in, alone or in 
small groups. 

Most of the pub’s patrons are resident stu- 
dents. However, one recognizable faculty 
member—who wished to remain anony- 
mous—strode through the neon light shrouded 
door, past the postered walls, greeted the bar- 
keeper and ordered a Rolling Rock in a long 


neck. 

Another customer, a lineman-sized young 
man, rolled his massive bulk up to the bar, 
placed his meaty hands flat on the top of it and 
placed his order. A barely audible series of 
clinking sounds seemed to emanate from 
within the bar’s refrigerator. Condensation built 
on the refrigerator’s glass door as a nervous 
ripple swept through the neat ranks of glass 
and aluminum soldiers who stood behind it. 

Sensing his charges’ uneasiness, the veteran 
sergeant set the example. Carefully watched 
by his troops behind him, the Sergeant Major 
spigot handle remained undaunted; stood ram- 
rod straight as the behemoth eyeballed him and 
licked his lips. The barkeeper roughly pulled 
him back, filled a cup with the frothy, yellow 
liquid brew that poured from his spit-polished 
Wellingtons, and released him. Instanta- 
neously—the Sergeant Major snapped to at- 
tention again. 

WSC Communications major, senior and 
former Student Voice editor John Brown III is 
a regular at the campus pub. Standing under 
the trophy covered overlie that hovers in front 
of the bar, his face brushed by the colored lights 
of a revolving mini-disco ball, Brown spoke 
about the pub’s friendly atmosphere. “It’s a nice 
place to meet people,” he said. “Maybe play 
some darts, sit down and play some cards, hang 


out and have good conversations with people. 
It’s a fun place to be.” 

Barkeeper Dave Velez, a senior Urban Stud- 
ies major, talks about the pub’s patrons. “On 
an average night, we have 25 to 60 people come 
in. It’s quite a range and varies from night-to- 
night, depending on what events we have go- 
ing on,” he said. “Sometimes we have D.J.s 
come here. We have karaoke ... psychics and 
ink tattoo artists. If we had this as an exclusive 
pub area, we could get pool tables, arcade 
games and other things to make it more attrac- 
tive to customers,” Velez said. 

It’s early, and the pub’s tables and chairs re- 
main empty for the most part. Velez, who has 
recently been accepted into Cornell 
University’s graduate program, takes it all in 
stride. He remarks that business ordinarily 
doesn’t pick-up until around 9:30 p.m. “Some 
people drink before they come down here, be- 
cause they have stuff lying around. Other 
people come here right before they go out (into 
the city),” he said. “They eat dinner, do some 
homework, come to the campus pub to get a 
few drinks, then leave for the clubs and bars in 
Worcester.” 

Velez was unsure how long the college pub 
has been in existence, but he knows it’s been a 
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Brendan A. McGrail 


The students of Worcester State College have suffered a great 
injustice. 

In the search for a new president, the students were allowed, and in 
fact asked, to join in the forums being held to meet with the final 
three candidates for the position, get to know them and offer their 
opinions. 

Just one problem...no one was listening. 

It-seems almost movie-like, that the administration would be so 
bent on getting student input and then pretending that it never 
existed. 

I feel like the president of Delta Tau Chi at Faber College. 

Now that the deed had been done, and there is no reversal possible, 
I must inquire of the board of trustees: why? 

Why did you feel it necessary to include the students in the 
meetings with the candidates? Why did you choose to exclude the 
information and remarks that they offered? Was it just the right time, 
after 127 years, to appoint a woman to the presidency? 

Furthermore, isn’t Rebecca Foley supposed to represent the student 
population? Why then was it she who moved for the vote on Janelle 
Ashley when so many students were adamantly pushing for 
Lawrence Cox? 

The meeting Tuesday night was a travesty. It wasn’t even a 
meeting. It seemed more like a cabaret doing scenes from “12 Angry 
Men” or “To Kill a Mocking Bird.” 

For all of those who shared the meeting with me, did you notice 
that the decision had been made before the meal began digesting? 

Professor Robert Walker referred to the meeting as “well orches- 
trated,” and concurred that the choice was made somewhere else.’ 
don’t think anyone was that surprised, but the poor students never 
had a prayer. x 

To make matters worse, the students who had been anxiously 
awaiting the nomination of Cox, were forced to watch their voice in 
the leadership make a motion to vote in Ashley, who was not 
supported by a single student I spoke with. 

I can appreciate the need for a woman in the president’s seat. But at 
the same time there’s a pressing need for an African-American to 
represent this college. Despite 127 years of history, WSC doesn’t 
show a single black person in the Foster Room. 

Students expressed concern about her ability to fight with the state 
legislation. 

For a president of a state college, such fights become paramount to 
success. Kalyan Ghosh has done a good job of winning WSC its fair 
share of the education budget through dealing with the state legisla- 
tion. Will Ashley be able to carry on Ghosh’s success record? 

David Archambault, president of the class of 2004, doesn’t think 
so. A strong proponent of Cox, Archambault was worried that while 
Ashley is certainly qualified for the position of college president, 
perhaps she’s just not right for this one. 

Passion was the difference. 

Through meeting him, Archambault got the impression that Cox 
had more than enough passion to carry out the needs of the college. 

Even trustee John Dickson referred to Ashley as being a “really 
good listener.” Not a single member expressed the belief that she 
could fight for the college. 

Aside from having a talent for extorting money from the state, 
WSC’s president should be able to be what every college president 
should be...revered by the students. 

“I got goose-bumps,” senate secretary Shannon Overcash said of 
Cox. “He’s so motivational. He spoke to the students. I think he 
could bring us to that next level.” 

Not to put too fine a point on the issue, Overcash added, “I just don’t 
think Ashley can do that.” 

Overcash agreed with my own finding that the students who met 
with the candidates were pushing for Cox. 

But Foley preferred to look after the students like her own children. 
Thank you, Miss Foley for protecting us students from ourselves. 
How can we actually know what we want on our own? 

I find it rather disappointing that our own trustee doesn’t trust us. 
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The house was quiet last 
night. 


I was rinsing out my dishes at the 
kitchen sink, | thought | heard © 
voices coming out of the water and 
the bubbles... little tiny voices. 

So | let the water run. 


it was magical. 
I stood at the sink for an hour. 


I started to talk back to the voices 
in the water. 


After a while | realized that I'd left 
my tv. on in the next room... the 
show was about how to installa 
new toilet in your house. 


| guess as long as there's running 
water and plumbers installing 

foilets on Lv. 
Itt never be 
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‘SGA Pres feels paper is | 
reverting to “old ways” 


Dear Ms. Williamson: 

I am a bit concerned from reading the last 
two issues of the Student Voice, this past is- 
sue more so then the February one. The March 
issue was uninteresting and boring. There was 
nothing in there worth reading about, except 
for your editorial, which I will get to later. 
Over the past three years that I have been here 
I’ve seen this paper flourish under the eye of 
John Brown III. I understand that he is gradu- 
ating in May and he cannot be there forever to 
help this paper. He did the right thing by step- 
ping down and allowing someone else to take 
it over who will be here next year. When he 
was the editor there were a variety of articles 
covering many different topics. I know from 
talking with students’ first hand that none of 
the featured articles held their interest. What 
happened to the “Getting to Know” section, 
what about a Sports page? I know the Lanc- 
ers are in between seasons, but in between Pro- 
fessional seasons they still run sports updates; 
visit the practices, talk with coaches‘and play- 
ers. There is always something to write about. 
People want to read things like that. This past 
week there have been very important people 
on campus, the Presidential Candidates. Why 
didn’t the Voice cover these forums? That is 
the most important topic on campus now, for- 
get movie reviews, convicts, and refugees for 
this issue, there was NO ONE from your staff 
there to write about the most important thing. 
As editor that’s your duty, if no one from your 

’ staff will cover it, it’s your job to! That is 
what should be in the Student Voice. They 
hold these forums especially for students so 
they can ask questions and give their input on 
who should be running our school in the fu- 
ture. It really irked me, as well as others, that 
no one was there. In your editorial you state, 
“These three candidates-good one’s I might 
add...” How do you know? You haven’t gone 
to any of these forums to meet them. You can- 
not judge a candidate just by his/her Bio’s, 
that’s why they hold these forums. Before 
John Brown became editor the paper was in 
dire need of a makeover, and John Brown gave 
it one. Now that he’s gone I do not want to 
see this paper go back to its old ways. Jour- 
nalism by no means is my forte, so I do not 


EDITOR’S NOTE: 

Reading that the president of the Student 
: ~ Government Association--theoretically, the 
biggest voice of the student body--is less than 
pleased with the Voice, is somewhat 
discon certing.| appreciate his letter, and hope to 
: hear other student and faculty opinions about — 


know what exactly needs to be changed, but I 
do know that something has to happen in order 
for people to continue reading The Student 
Voice. 


- the job we’ re doing. Until then, I’m going to’ 
keep running the paper the way I see fit. And © 
keep in mind, if you are adamant about a certain 
event or issue being covered, the most surefree 
way to get | it in the paper is to do it yourself. The 
eed! Voice should represent more than a few 
| _ voices. 


LANG 


Brown ave: au one. 
Now that he’s gone Ido 
not want to see this 
paper sel back to its old 
ways.” | 


Secondly, for all of those editorialists who 
are attacking our President they do not see the 
whole picture. They obviously do not see what 
Dr. Ghosh has done for the Worcester State Col- 
lege Community over the last 10+ years that 
he has been here. He has raised all sorts of 
money for many things over the years. We now 
have a state-of-the-art football field, a state-of- 
the-art Track & Field facility; he has supported 
and advocated for a much-needed Residence 
Hall, and our beloved Science and Technology 
Center among other things. If a board offered 
a $170,000 retirement gift would you turn it 
down? Dr. Ghosh has done nothing but good 
things for our school for the past 10+ years. 
He has not raised our student fees, even though 
in 1990, 1/3 of our overall budget was cut and 
never raised them. He has kept our costs the 
lowest charging State College in the Common- 
wealth; he also has our payments less then three 
Community Colleges in Massachusetts. So I 
feel that all of the editorialists who attack Presi- 
dent Ghosh should look at what he has done 
throughout his tenure as President and give him 
some of the respect that he deserves. 

-Joshua L. Katz, SGA President 
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Robert Reich hopes to be governor 


Author and former cabinet member bids for democratic seat 


By Mark Wilmot 
SPECIAL TO THE VOICE 


Robert Reich is a short man with big ideas. 
At less than five feet tall, the former Secretary 
of Labor during President Bill Clinton’s first 
term has begun a campaign to be elected 
governor of-Massachusetts. 

Just as Jane Swift announced she would not 
be running for election, Robert Reich was 
being interviewed by a Worcester State College 
student. The Reich headquarters on Mount 
Auburn Street in Cambridge was buzzing with 
conversation about Swift’s unexpected 
announcement, but the news did not surprise 
Reich. He believes the Jane Swift decision was 
“a recognition of shortsighted failed 
leadership.” 

Reich is very excited about the prospects of 
a Democrat managing the state. Even though 
the general election is not until November, the 
Brandies University economics professor has 
his hands full. Before he can bring his 
economic management skills and plans for 
universal health care to the state house, he must 
win his party’s nomination by defeating four 
other Democrats who are also seeking election. 
The winner of the Democratic primary will 
most likely face tough competition from 
Republican businessman Mitt Romney. 

When asked why he is running for governor, 
and which issue he would tackle first, Reich 
replied, “I am frustrated with the failure of 
leadership in state government during the past 
12 years, and the first issue I will address is 
cleaning up the mess of the Big Dig.” 

Reich has an impressive background. Besides 
graduating from Dartmouth, Oxford and Yale 
Universities, and serving the nation under a 
popular president, Reich has dedicated half his 
adult life to public service. He is the author of 
eight books, including The Work of Nations, a 
book currently available in more than 15 
languages. Reich began writing during the 
1970s, and is the founder and national editor 
of The American Prospect. His intellectual 
specialty is economics. When it comes to the 
Massachusetts economy, Reich positions 
himself as a champion of working families and 
all those that hover near or below the poverty 
line. 

“T grew up in a small loving family in New 
York state. My family and education has 
always been central to what I’ve 


accomplished.” Reich said. 

During his duty as Secretary of Labor, Reich 
moved forward on several initiatives in order 
to build the skills of American workers. 
Working with the Clinton, Reich succeeded 
in raising the minimum wage and improving 
safety conditions for workers. He also 
supported the concept of universal health care. 

Despite having worked closely with Clinton, 


Reich has not received the public support of 


his former boss. Reich has nothing negative 
to say about Clinton or his democratic rivals. 
“I’m proud of the work I did. President 
Clinton did a very good job as president even 
though mistakes were made.” 

Reich welcomes Clinton’s support if he 
becomes the Democratic nominee. 

If elected governor in Massachusetts, Reich 
pledges to work on the health care issue, 
implement a transportation policy, and solve 
housing shortages by developing a simplified 
building code across the state. He will begin 
with three economic principles that he 
explained during a keynote address to the 
Boston Workforce Development Coalition. 
First, anyone who wants and needs work 
should have a job. Second, anyone who’s 
working full-time should earn enough to get 
himself or herself; out of poverty. Third, 
everyone should have the opportunity to make 
the most out of their talents. 

The former Clinton cabinet member also 
believes in the state college system and-wants 
a fully-developed and funded public education 
system from K-14. “The Massachusetts state 
college system has been systematically under- 
invested in during the past twelve years, and 
I’m going to change that,” he said. 

Because of his education, public service, and 
writing successes, Reich’s income far 
surpasses that of the average Massachusetts 
worker. Despite his economic gains, he 
remains compassionate to those who are not 
so successful. Reich opposes tax cuts in 
general and is not afraid to advocate taxation 
to accomplish progress in society. 

No matter what happens in the next six 
months, Robert Reich will continue teaching, 
writing and serving the public. The liberal- 
minded college professor ended the interview 
with a message to Worcester State College 
students; “I encourage all of the WSC students 
to get involved with the democratic process 
and vote.” 
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PRESIDENT from page 1 

Foley’s opinion was the consensus, as nearly 
every member reiterated the point. 

Hunter described him as “comfortable” is his 


current position, and questioned his ability to- 


argue with the Massachusetts legislation. 
The board’s biggest issue with Cox was the 
recent discovery that he had suffered two votes 
of “no confidence” at Olive-Harvey. 
“While the votes alone are an issue,” trustee 


John Kirwan explained, “the fact that they 


weren’t disclosed until the very end worries 


” 


me. 
While no one expressed any doubts as to the 


.. passion of Cox, the overwhelming feeling was 


that if he couldn’t maintain support of the 
faculty at one college, how could he do so at 
another? 

Trustee Marc Goldberg remarked that Cox’s 
passion may actually be a fault. “Often times,” 
he explained, “one’s extreme strengths 
highlight extreme weaknesses.” 

Shannon Overcash, secretary of the student 
senate, expressed her own extreme 
disappointment that Cox was not nominated. 

“He gave me goose-bumps when he spoke,” 
Overcash said. “He’s very motivational, and 
he spoke to the students. I think he could bring 
(the college) to the next level.” > 


Overcash also explained that she didn’t 
believe that the student trustee represented the 
view of the students. 

“T didn’t feel like the student voice was 
heard,” she remarked. “All the students I’ve 
spoken with were pushing for Cox. The (no 
confidence) votes don’t matter. Everybody 
needs a new beginning.” 

“T’m not surprised by the vote, but I’m upset 
that the student trustee made the motion,” she 
added. Si 

Walker felt that the vote had already been 
made prior to the meeting. 

“That was very well orchestrated,” he said. 
“Tt was obvious that it had all been decided 
elsewhere.” 

But Hunter could not have been happier with 
the vote. He continued to express the 
magnitude of the college’s first woman 
president. 

Hunter was also nominated to work out the 
terms of the contract with Ashley after she is 
presumably appointed by the Board of Higher 
Education. 

“T think this speaks a lot about how far this 
college has come,” Hunter said. “We had 80 
very qualified candidates apply for this 
position. That’s tremendous. And I think we 
made the right choice.” 
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Music, Movies & More 


Marshmallow Pie much more than fluff 


Boston-based crew Spookie Daly Pride energetic and fun 


By Danielle Williamson 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 


The Student Voice mailbox is bombarded 
weekly with cds from up-and-coming bands 
hoping for a chance to have their music 
advertised in a college newspaper read by 
students who may form the basis of their 
listening population. 

Spookie Daly Pride is one of the few bands 
that will receive this chance. 

Expecting yet another indistinguishable 
album from some garage band, I was pleasantly 
surprised to hear the immediately catchy tunes 
that emanated from my cd player. 

The biography packet enclosed with the 13- 
song cd made:a reference to the “funk sound” 
of the band. Normally, I consider funk to be 
good background music, but little else. Spookie 
Daly Pride changed my mind. 

The type of music that the Boston-based band 
plays is incredibly difficult to classify, It may 
best be described as diverse, with sounds 
ranging from ska to folk, grassroots to hip-hop. 
Ultimately, it isa party cd, and perfectly 
uplifting. 

Marshmallow Pie is the name of the band’s 
first release, and since Spookie Daly Pride 
currently without a label, the easiest way to 


grab a copy is off their website, 
www.spookiedalypride.com. 

One of the notable tracks is “Birthday Song,” 
a funky little number that lacks any sort of 
hidden meaning, but is a complete success 
anyway. The line, “It’s my birthday and the 
cake is on fire,” is liable to get caught in your 
head, but chances are, you won’t mind. 

Spookie Daly, the lead singerand namesake 
of the band, began his career as a singer/ 
songwriter, and describes his early songs as 
introspective, with an Elvis Costello feel. 
While recording his own music years ago, he 
invited friends to contribute. A combination of 
efforts led to the band that today cannot be 
characterized as Elivis Costeltlo-like, or 
anything else, for that matter. 

Numerous reviewers have perked their ears 
to the sounds of Spookie Daly Pride. A Vermont 
paper, Seven Days, said the track “Big Car” 
comes across like “a funkified Beck.” 

A good technique to relate to readers who 
don’t know the band-in-question from a hole 
in a wall is to compare it to another group. 
There’s no need to do this with Spookie Daly 
Pride, and efforts to do so will prove futile. 
The best way to get a feel for this band is to 
listen to them yourself. 


The Dalat pleases the palate 


Don’t let exotic names deter you 


By C. Salazar 
VOICE STAFF 


The Dalat still commands respect in my mind 
as a priority as to why I’d even visit Worcester 
if I didn’t live here. 

It is an exceptionally good Vietnamese res- 
taurant serving over 100 satisfying and exotic 
dishes served with fresh ingredients and ex- 
otic drinks, if you can spare change for them. 

There are, of course, other Vietnamese res- 
taurants around that are very good as well (not 
to discredit them), but for the money—and the 
fact that it is less than five minutes from cam- 
pus—there’s reason to at least pay it a visit if 
you are an intrepid adventurer bent on finding 
a good eatery. 

The Dalat has a good atmosphere, a friendly 
staff, a good clientel, and great food. I have 
enjoyed going to The Dalat for quite some time 
now and despite my favorite #22 and #33 
dishes that I love (the “big bowl” soup and the 
beef vermicelli dish), I have dared to try other 
entrees. 

I have never been disappointed with my se- 
lections. For instance, the #63 chicken with 
peanuts dish has a great taste and has never 
failed to disappoint. These dishes have an origi- 
nal taste that marks out the experience of din- 
ing here. 

Offering reasonable prices for its variety of 
Vietnamese style dishes ranging anywhere 
from $2 to $12, most meals on the menu cost 
an average of $5-$7. 

The traditional selections of dishes you will 
see on the menus contain seafoods, vermicelli, 


meats, soups, and combinations of exotic in- 
gredients mixed together and/or served with 
vegetables on the side. 

It’s safe to bet that you’ll be satisfied after 
dinner. As most students are probably unfamil- 
iar with traditional, exotically-named Vietnam- 
ese dishes, it is very likely that recommend- 
ing, for instance, the Bun Gao Gai Ga or the 
Dat Bien Da La, will be hard for a student to 
relate to as a great dish. 

However, the menus at The Dalat are plainly 
written, with good descriptions of each dish. 
Just remember to give the waiter the number 
for the dish and not the actual name, or you 
will probably look dumb trying to pronounce 


“it to him. 


Everyone I have recommended this place to 
has gone back for more. The Dalat continues 
to please the palate. 


Amanda Geiger bought these sunglasses 


to wear-on spring break, She wore them.only once 


before she was killed by a drunk driver. 


Friends Don’t Let Friends Drive Drunk. 
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rupion pact WSC students enjoy pub’s convenience 


fixture on campus for many years. He said that 
Fitchburg State College used to have one, but 
that it closed its doors, leaving WSC the only 
state college in Massachusetts to support an 
operational pub. Velez said the pub used to 
open at 4:30 p.m., but opening time was moved 
to 6:30 p.m., when the college’s budget cuts 
took effect last fall. The campus pub, like many 
other programs and facilities that are depen- 
dent upon subsidy allocations from the 
college’s coffers, must operate within certain 
budget guidelines. The profits from sales of 
beer and wine are negligible, and do not gen- 
erate enough revenue to pay for the pub’s op- 
erational costs. 

There is no limit to the amount of beer or 
wine customers can order at the bar. “I’m the 
manager” Velez said, “and I’ve never heard of 
a limit.” Christine Houghton is a co-manager 
of the pub. “I manage the building. On pub 
nights (Wednesday and Thursday), I check 
identification,’she said. If she notices a cus- 
tomer getting tipsy, she gives: Velez the signal 
not to serve him or her anymore alcohol. “I 
keep a close eye on how much people drink. If 
they’ ve had a lot, too much, I’Il cut them off,” 
Houghton said resolutely. 

According to Velez, business fluctuates de- 
pending on the current college class. “Last 
year’s senior class was down here all the time. 
There was a good, solid group of regulars. This 
year, it seems that the senior class isn’t really 
into the pub that much. But when we have big 
events, we have a good turnout—100 plus 


pub. The pub charges a cut rate of $1.50 for a 
12-ounce bottle, or a pint (served in a plastic 
cup) of beer. 

Though Velez has the freedom to serve what- 
ever alcohol he wants, more expensive, beers 
and ales, such as Bass, Sam Adams and 
Guinness, don’t seem to appeal to the students’ 
palates. “Sometimes, when I order different 
beers and wines, I have to put on them on spe- 
cial to get rid of them because nobody drinks 
it,” he said. 

Occasionally, older customers such as WSC 
alumni and members of the board of trustees 
order drinks at the pub, Velez said. “The alumni 
love this place. They don’t want to see it shut 
down. They’re adamant about it. It’s a tradi- 


tion to them. They say that when they were 


going to school here, this place was the hang- 
out on campus.” 

Like the now defunct pub at FSC, the WSC 
campus pub is in jeopardy of having its doors 
shut permanently because of the college’s bud- 
get cuts, and because of other, less publicized 
internal problems that affect its overall well- 
being. 

“There’s been a committee put together 
called the OLP Task Force,” Houghton said. 
“It’s a group of people composed of staff and 
students who came up with recommendations 
to keep the pub open. They suggested new 
strategies and the best options for the pub. I 
don’t know if they were going to close it or 
not, but it might be a possibility in the long 
run because of budget cuts,” she said. 


Beeris <: 
cheap at — 
campus | 
pub. The — 

“pub ©. 
charges a 


cut rate of | 


“You know - 


everyone ‘here 
and they 
know you,” 
- senior 
Vanessa 


and WSC sophomore Josh Katz is a regular at 
One Lancer Place, and seems to typify the re- 
sponsible type of regulars that Houghton spoke 
about. “I like to frequent the pub on Wednes- 
days and Thursdays, and would on Fridays and 
the weekend, too, if it was open,” he said. “I 
like the pub: cheap drinks. But, I don’t usually 
go out afterwards, I go back to the dorms.and 
go to-bed,” he said. 

Pub employee and WSC student Jason 
Gosselin agrees with Katz. “The pub is good 
as long as people come over. We have good 
nights sometimes ... good crowds, good times. 
The more people-who come down, the more 
we can do with it,” he stated. 

Senior WSC resident student Vanessa Coyne 
likes the convenience of the pub. “We don’t 
have to drive, which is definitely a plus. My 
friends come here; it’s relaxing and casual. It 
has a very friendly atmosphere.” Like the fa- 
mous lyrics from the long-running sitcom 
Cheers theme song, Coyne likes the fact that 
“everybody knows your name.” 

“You know everyone here and they know 
you,” she said. 

Senior Amanda Zocco, who works at the pub 
on Wednesdays, agrees with Coyne. “It’s fun 
coming here before you go out to the bars, be- 
cause it’s cheaper. It’s just a lot fun and a lot 
safer,” she said. Zocco doesn’t like the idea of 
introducing pool tables or video games to the 
pub. “For the most part, I just like playing cards 
and hanging out.” 

“We're not going to be here long though,” 


people,” he said. “But other nights, like the Houghton says that she enjoys her job at the Coyne said. 1 piped-up WSC junior Jenessa Murphy. “Just 
other night, we had only three people down ‘ pub. “It’s boring at times, but sometimes it re- : going to check it out then hit the bars...” 
here,” he added. ally takes off and gets busy,” she said. Taciturn and unblinking, unruffled by rumors 


Velez doesn’t think that offering a greater 
variety of draft beers would result in increased 
sales at the pub. “(The customers) usually just 
drink the cheapest thing,” he said. The limited 
amount of money that most students have to 
spend seems to be a weighty factor that affects 
pub patronage. Beer is cheap at the campus 


Houghton cannot remember a single incidence 
of violence or rowdiness at the pub. “The 
people who come in here are responsible,” she 
said. “I’ve never had to cut anyone off. It’s a 
good crowd, usually the same crowd. every 
week,” she said. 
Student:Government Association president 


New Anti-War Club Needs Your Help 


The first meeting will be noon to 1 p.m. April 2 in room C204 of the Student Gente The : 
club’s primary focus will be to oppose the * ‘endless war” that the Bush administration | 
promises. A few other students and myself wanted to have a table with anti-war info. And : 
were told that only clubs can run tables... oo 

We have little (no) previous experience. Any help or support would be appreci. ated. 


As the Zapatistas say: Basta Ya!!!! Enough! INN! Ae 
For more information, contact j ki ‘patrick @worcester. edu 


of the pub’s closure, the tall spigot-handled 
Sergeant Major stood motionless, gazed over 
the blue bar-counter parade ground and waited 
for the Changing of the Guard. 


é 


Late Night at 
Bagels & Friends ! 


Facials 
Make-Up Application 


Waxing 


Now open Fri. & Sat. nights 11pm-3am 


Visit us for a late night coffee, snack 
or enjoy our full breakfast menu and 
assorted sandwich specials 


20% College Discount 
with Valid College I.D. 


Bella's European Salon 
10 Richamond Avenue 
Suite 2 
Worcester, ,Ma - 

— 508-7: a W792 


also 
available. 


119 June Street, Worcester...at the intersection 
of June and Chandler Streets 


ocean Marina Belozerov 
Fraternities * Sororities 3S 


Clubs * Student Groups 


| Barn $1,000-$2,000. this semester with the eas 
_ Campusfundraiser.com three hour fundraising event. Doe 
‘not involve credit card applications. Pancrase dates a 
pias ie oe eS iser.c 


Licenced Esthetician | 
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Worcester State sophomores--apply now for paid summer leadership 
training and Army officer opportunities. Call Army ROTC at 
508-752-7209 
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Getting to know a non-traditional student 
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Communications major enjoying WSC 


By John Brown III 
VOICE STAFF 


Todd Hart is a former RA who hails from 
Salem, N.H. He has two younger sisters, so 
that will surely make him like a big brother to 
any of the students that take the time to get to 
know him. Hart took the non-traditional route 
to Worcester State College. He is 27 years old 
and came to Lancerland to seek a degree in 
the field of communications. Hart is currently 
a junior. 


TSV: What made you come to college at your 
age? 

Hart: I had been going to a community college 
for a few years and then I took a couple of 
years off. I had taken a couple of film classes 
at the community college. I had gotten to know 
two brothers who were in the class with me 
and they were planning to come here (WSC). 
They were accepted to WSC and talked me into 
applying here. We had planned to make a film 
while at school. We were going to be 
Communications majors with a concentration 
in film. I got accepted, went through everything 
(orientation, class selection), and the day before 
class was supposed to start they decided that 
this school wasn’t for them. So they left and I 
just decided to stay. 


TSV: What got you involved in the Resident 
Advisor program? 

Hart: I had seen a couple of fliers around to 
apply to be an RA. My friend Nate had been 
an RA for a semester. I had applied once before 
and Nate got it but I did not. So decided when 
the time came to re-apply. Nate said it was a 
cool job. 


TSV: Do you enjoy the Communications 
program? 

Hart: I have enjoyed the program. There is a 
lot of variety in the classes offered. There are 
a lot of different types of professors here at 
this school. This helps to make the classes more 
interesting. They draw the students into the 
class and don’t just stand up there and lecture 


the entire time. In that regards I find the 
Communications department is pretty good. 


TSV: Do you feel you fit in as a non- traditional 
student? 

Hart: I live up in the dorms. With a lot of my 
friends it doesn’t come into their minds (Todd’s 
age). I am treated just like the average 18-20 
year old college student. 


TSV: What is it like up in Salem, NH? 

Hart: It is probably the tattoo capital of New 
Hampshire. I think there are 10 tattoo parlors 
there. There are a couple of malls. It is a good 
retail area. 


TSV: What would say is the highlight of your 
WSC career thus far? 

Hart: That is a tough question. I would have 
to say it happened when I was an RA, just the 
whole experience. It gave me the chance to be 
a leader in the college community. The people 
you get to be meet and be involved with. A lot 
of those people I am still going to keep in 
contact with. 


TSV: What is the funniest experience you 
remember as an RA? 

Hart: I guess it would have to be when we 
went on a retreat during training. We went to a 
religious camp. I ended up passing out; I was 
exhausted not from alcohol just from the 
training. Some of the other RAs decided to play 
pranks on people. They brought in wildlife 
from outside and put on people who were 
sleeping. From what they tell me I had a frog 
jumping all over me while I was sleeping. They 
tied doors together. Those two things are the 
funniest things. 


TSV: What would you like to be remembered 
as, here at WSC? 

Hart: I think I would like to be remembered 
as “down to earth”. Someone that anyone can 
talk to. I think I made a lot of different friends 


here and I think I will make a lot more next 
year before I graduate. So just someone who 
is approachable. 


TSV: Any advice for students here on campus? 
Hart: Nothing you want to print but just enjoy 
the four to five or in my case the ten years you 
spend here. It will really leave an impact with 
you. Get out, get involved, and get to know 
everybody. Don’t close anyone out. 


TSV: What are your plans after you graduate? 
Hart: I know a couple of people at Channel 7 
in Boston. I will give them a call once I am 
done. The person I know said she would help 
me out with a job. I am also interested in Public 
relations, so I am leaving it open at this point. 


Todd Hart 


GeTuPT0$23,000 
IN COLLEGE EDUCATION ASSISTANCE _ 
WITH THE UPS EARN & LEARN PROGRAM. 


up to $1,500 p: 


+ Paid Vacations & Holidays. 
¢ Full Health Benefits. 
* 3-1/2 to 5 hours per day 


See Carlos our on-campus recruiter, 
Every Monday and Wednesday 
From 10AM — 2PM 


We are located in the front of 
The Continuing Education Office 
In the Sullivan Building 


508-753-9108 
jobs 


Wwww.upsjobs.com 
Equal Opportunity Employer 


